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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING MERCED NAACP
PRESIDENT DARRYL DAVIS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor outgoing Merced NAACP President
Darryl Davis. Mr. Davis’s tenure as president
and his various leadership roles highlight his
distinguished lifetime of public service and
commitment to serving our community.

Mr. Davis began his decades of service to
the greater Merced community in 1987 when
he was stationed at Castle Air Force Base.
After his time in the military and graduation
from the Criminal Justice Training Center (Po-
lice Academy) at Modesto Junior College, Mr.
Davis began his career in law enforcement.
Throughout his career, he worked in multiple
capacities with the Merced County Sheriff's
and District Attorney’s Offices and then as an
officer at UC Merced. In each of these roles
and in his current job as a fraud investigator
with Merced County, Mr. Davis has served
with distinction and exhibited strong profes-
sionalism, leadership, and integrity, which
have made him a well-respected member of
the community.

Having been a member of the NAACP for
many years, Mr. Davis was sworn in as the
Merced branch president in 2015 and has
since used his unique perspective gained
throughout his career to further the NAACP’s
mission to ensure equal rights and eliminate
race-based discrimination. During his four
years as president, Mr. Davis has continued to
build the organization’s membership and rela-
tionships to further educate others about the
social issues facing our country and commu-
nity, including topics such as the effects of
gangs and incarceration on minority youths,
police encounters, and lawful protests.

Mr. Davis has exhibited the same level of
commitment, integrity, and professionalism
during his time as the local NAACP president
that he has had during his law enforcement
career. The unique perspective he has as a
police officer, combined with his ability to bring
people together and desire to help others
have undoubtedly had a positive impact on the
greater Merced community.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring a man who has made sig-
nificant contributions to our country and com-
munity through his distinguished career and
extensive civic involvement. It is both fitting
and appropriate that we honor Darryl Davis
and wish him the best as he concludes his
term as president of the Merced NAACP
branch.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on Roll Call
No. 30.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, due to
circumstances outside of my control, | was un-
able to be present for this vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 28.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JEFF DUNCAN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, on the
evening of January 14, 2019, | missed Roll
Call vote No. 30, as | was at a meeting be-
tween President Donald Trump and my con-
stituents—the National Champion Clemson
Tiger football team. Had | been present, |
would have voted YES on H.R. 116, the In-
vesting in Main Street Act.

———

HONORING BARBARA PLANTE

HON. DEBBIE LESKO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and celebrate the incredible work
Barbara Plante has done for the United States
Air Force and Luke Air Force Base in my
home district. Barbara is retiring this month
after an incredibly distinguished career serving
our country. She has served the Air Force for
35 years, including 26 of those years at Luke
Air Force Base.

Currently, Barbara serves as the Deputy Di-
rector of the Community Initiatives Team at
Luke Air Force Base. She was on the public
affairs team for Luke Air Force Base from
1995 until 2013, except for when she was de-
ployed to Afghanistan in 2011 and 2012. Dur-
ing those years, she welcomed local officials
to the base, educated the public, and helped
Luke Air Force Base with recruitment. In 2013,
she transitioned from public affairs to help

lead the Community Initiatives Team, where
she learned and concentrated on state laws
and zoning.

Luke Air Force Base is home to one of the
largest fighter wings in the world, the 56th
Fighter Wing, in the middle of a growing met-
ropolitan area. The Air Force strives for safe
and supportive environments around its bases,
leading to Luke Air Force Base’s creation of
the Community Initiatives Team in 2003. While
not every base has one, Barbara’s leadership
has demonstrated how successful they can
be. She has been essential to the base and
the 56th Fighter Wing’s success.

Barbara has built tremendous support for
the base in West Valley. Her commitment to
educating city officials, real estate profes-
sionals, politicians and residents about the
state laws restricting development around the
base and why they are important has helped
secure Luke Air Force Base’s future for years
to come. As of 2017, the base supports ap-
proximately 15,070 jobs, $923 million in
wages, and $2.4 billion in direct and indirect
economic impact to Arizona.

Barbara’s warm personality and desire to
build and maintain strong relationships has
helped her successfully manage the growth at
Luke Air Force Base and the surrounding
community. Her team works with 11 cities, Ari-
zona state government and the federal gov-
ernment. Her efforts have seen direct results,
including how our surrounding cities work to-
gether for the greater good of the community
and the base. Barbara’s work has created a
fantastic and trusting relationship between our
communities and Luke Air Force Base.

Barbara’s great achievements reflect her
selfless dedication to serving our community in
Arizona. Her passion for Luke Air Force Base
and her devotion to her work for the Air Force
has opened many doors for the base. It is an
honor to be among the many in congratulating
her on this most worthy accomplishment.

| wish her my sincerest congratulations and
hope her well-earned retirement is filled with
good health and much happiness.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF PFC GARFIELD M.
LANGHORN

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, today, | rise
to honor the service and sacrifice of home-
town hero and Medal of Honor recipient PFC
Garfield M. Langhorn, from Riverhead, New
York, who, 50 years ago today, saved the
lives of his platoon members at just 20 years
old, by throwing himself on a live grenade in
Pleiku Province in Vietnam on January 15,
1969.

PFC Langhorn served as a radio operator
with Troop C, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
Regiment, 1st Aviation Brigade, when his unit
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